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. pnOpEGAV | va petafotv syxmmog gxdmov yo va averdpovy v xozabingn. To
- o woyber 6tav 0 KOTASIOKOUEVO TIPOSONO, TOV TENEL mté TPOSHPIVA Kplitnon

, 1‘| em:ie:t ROWT GIEPTTIKT| TG elequp[w; arodpacet.



Tevxog A'175/20.09.2016 EOHMEPIAA THY KYBEPNHEIEQX

8691

@

' H'dmcﬁépégiqu omy maphypago 1 edonoinen Tav appGBiov apxdv Tov Akov
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6mov appddieg apyss aduviarodv va mapépfovy syxd{pié;; o 'j_tcam&mgﬁic&
6pyava propovv va mpoPoiv qu)"icpt&mcn 00 Ka:wiiﬁtoxépsvou npocchnfm
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-9 H eiaoSog oe mtoma; Kat o€ xcopovg m] s:mpexopevoug 070 xowé
_-mu:fopsﬁsmt
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Bpéong tovs. H i mpobmbbeon woyoer axdun kar 6tav 1 Staauvoptarcﬁ
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SpiBaGovca apuédia apyf mpoxeyévon va mpofel ot Sibpdwan, m Swypaei 1
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" ameyopedoviar amd ™ vopoBeoia tov Mépou oro E8agog Tou omoiov evepyoby.
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' _Mthivet xtbpa n smxsr.pnon Opoiag: oxveL m 0 Sucaio)pa upo-tspmémtag KaL

_ 'mxév e1dixd n:povopw Ta Mépn svm.u—:pmvowm auoq}ma Ta g wxuoooeg ce
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onoiov npa’runtouomtm 1 Emigeipnon 6cov apopd uﬁmmowec; npd&au; g omoisg
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AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC
'THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
- ON
. CROSS-BORDER POLICE COOPERATION

The Government of the Hellenic Republlc and the Govemment of the Repubhc of
Bulgaria, heremafter referred to as ‘the Pames .

Deslrous of further dcvelopmg bllateral selations and strengthemng police
coope-ratlon, ' _

Wlshmg to ﬁght eﬁectwely agamst illegal :mmlgrahon, trafﬁckmg in human bemgs,
as well as against other forms of cross-border crime, :

Having in mind:

- The 1mportance ot‘ police cooperanon as rcgards cnmmal cases for the protectaon of
national security and public order,

- The national leg:slatlon of the Parties,

- The provisions of the Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement of 14 June
1985 between the Governments of the States of the Benelux Economic Union, the

* Federal Republic of Germany and the Frénch Republic on the gradual -abolition of
checks at their ‘common borders, signed at Schengen on 19 ‘June 1990, hereinafter
referred to as “the Schengen Convention”,

- The 2008/977/THA Council Framework Declsmn of 27 November 2008, on the
protection of personal data_processed in the framework of police and Judncml
-cooperauon in criminal matters,

: 'I-_Iave.a_greed' as follows: ﬁ.
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Part]
Aim and Definitions

Article 1
Aim of the Agreement

The aim of the present Agreement is the strengthening of the police cooperation
between the Parties for the prevention of eventual tlmeats to public order and security
and for the fight agamst cross-border crime.

Article 2.
. Defi mtlons

| For the purposes of th:s Agreement

W “Authonnes shall mean:

@

3)

Fot the Hcllemc Pa:ty

- The International Police Cooperatlon Division, the Publ:c Secunty Division,
the State Security Division, the Aliens Dmsmn, the General Policing Division
and the regional Divisions and Serwces of the Hellenic Police Headquarters of
~ the Mlmstry of Citizen Protecuon

For the Bulganan Party:

- Chief Directorate for .Combating Orgamsed Crime, Chief Directorate of

Criminal Police, Chief Directorate of Public Order and Security Police, Chief
Directorate . of Border Police, Chief Directorate for Pre-trial Proceedings,
ISpcclahsed Directorate for Operational and Technical Operations, Migration
Directorate within the Ministry of Interior and the territorial structures of the

- Ministry of Interior.

Central authorities for mtematloual police cooperatlon, hercmaﬁer -refeﬁed to as

_“Cemral authont!es” shall mean;

For the HeHenic Party:

- The International -Pohce Cooperat:on Division of the Hellemc Pohce
Headquarters of ﬁle'Mimsh'y of Citizen Protection.

‘For the Bulganan -Party

- The International Operational Pohca Cooperatlon Digectorate of the Mlntstry of
Interior, .

“Border areas” shall mean:
On the territory of the Hellenic Republic:
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- The nauonal territorial area within 30 km from the state border into the national
- territory.
Onthe temtory of the Republic of Bnlgatia
- The natxonal temtonal area within 30 km from the state border i mto the national
territory. _
Border areas shall also mean the follovnng

_ = The train that moves along the railway line between the state borders &nd the
first railway station, according to the railway guide, in case this first station is
located beyond the 30-kxnborder area. _

. Part 1l _
-Implementation Field and Assistance Rendering Procedure
 Article3
Means of Cooperation _
| Wxthm their competenccs, the Parttes authonnes shall provxde mutual ass:stancc, in
compliance with their national legaslatmn, with the view of preventmg and
mvest;gatmg criminal offences, mamly by means of: . o
L Infonnatwn cxchange on specific cases regardmg cross-border crime; '_

2. Creation and use of radio-connection with the exchange of radw-commumcatnon
- devices, until the use of a joint radio-communication system companble with the
'European models and the European frequencies is established, in order to improve
means of commumcatton and ‘more particularly wireless radio-communication
~‘along the -borders. The necessary technical 'solutions  in the field of
_communications for the lmprovcment and the famlltatlon of eross-border
cooperatior v will be agreed upon separately by the competent authontnes,

3. Joint plannmg of the personnel actions in border areas;

4. Settmg up of Joint Investigation Teams, according to the provisions ‘of the
 2002/465/THA. Framework Decision’ of thc Counc:l of the Eumpean Union,
adopted on 13 June 2002; '

S Perfonnmg controlled delwenes, i
6. Sending expeﬂs or advisers and allocatmg the proper equipment, if needed

~ 7. Planning and carrying out of jomt programs for the prevention of and the fight
against crime; :

8. Rendering assistance with regard to mass gatherings, major events and serious
' accldems with a cross-border impact; - . .
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10.

11.
12.

13,

Organisihg regularly meetihgs for checking the quality of cooperation, discussing
new strategies, organising joint activities and preparing pursuit and patrolimg
plans, exchanging statistics and coordinating working programmes;

Appointing contact points, planning and carrying out joint meetings with the view
of establishing joint actions;

Carrying out cooperation in the field of training of the officers of the authorities,

Inviting representatives of the authorities of the other Party to take part as
observers in operations of great importance;

Exchanging regularly information bulletins, statistics, and analyses of criminal
phenomena, between the Parties’ competent authorities.

Article 4

Cooperation on Request

(1) The authorities of the Parties shall grant each other assistance within the scope of

@)

their competénce upon a request according to a standard form based or the
Council Framework Decision 2006/960/JHA.

The authorities of the Parties shall grant each other assistance for the purpose of
preventing, detecting and investigating criminal offences, insofar as the national
legislation does not stipulate that the relevant request has to be submitted and
forwarded via the judicial authorities and provided that the request or its
processing does not involve the enforcement of restrictive measures by the
requested Party, in pamcular by:

1. Identifying the owners and operators of vehicles;

2. Identifying the place of residence and/or present address;
3. Checking of residence permits;
4

. Checking the needed documents for border crossing, ID documents, driving
licenses, registration certificates, transport documents and acts on legal
status;

5. Ascertaining the identity of telephone subscribers and of subscribers to other
telecommunication services, insofar as the information in question is
accessible to the public;

6. Establishing the identity of persons;

7. Supplying data from police databases, as well as information from the official
records publicly accessible;

8. Supplying information related to drugs, weapons and explosives, vehicles,
antiquities, including requests for tracing of the sale channels, as well as
/information on electronic payment instruments fraud and on forgery of
banknotes and other securities;
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9. Supplying information on the practical implementation of measures related to
cross-border surveillance, hot pursuit and controlled deliveries;

10. Comparing traces related to committed criminal offences;
11. Coordinating the first pursuit measures and taking related decisions;

12. Sup_plying'_ information on illegal immigration and trafficking in human
beings.

(3) Ifthe requested authority is not competent to process the request, it shall forward
it to the competent authority. The requested authority shall inform the requesting
authority on having forwarded the request to the competent authority and the
competent authority shall process the request and shall forward the result to the
requesting authority.

(4) The requests of the authorities mentioned in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be
transmitted through the central authorities of the Parties. Without prejudice to
paragraph 1, the requests, others than those mientioned in paragraph 2, may be
transmltted and directly processed by the competent authorities, if:

1. Cross-border mfonnat;on ‘exchange concerns criminal offences committed or
.mvesugated at border areas, or :

2. A direct cooperation is necessary, if so agr-eed between the central authorities
‘of the Parties and if imposed by the circumstances under which the act was
committed or by the corinections between the persons involved.

Part III
Special Forms of Police Coopération

ArticleS
Cross-Border Surveillance

(1) The officers of one of the Parties’ authorities who, in the context of-a criminal

- investigation, and in accordance with their national legislation, are keeping under

surveillance in their country a person who is suSpected to have participated in an
extraditable criminal offence, or a person who it is strongly believed will lead to -

-the identification or location of the above-mentioned person shall be authorised

to continue their surveillance in the temtory of the other Party where the latter

‘has authorised cross-border surveillance in response to a request for assistance

made in advance.

(2) The request for assistance, accompanied by supporting reasons, shall be in a
standard form agreed by the competent authorities and shall be submitted through
the central authorities.
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The request for assistance shall be submitted to the Prosecutor’s Office of the
‘Thessaloniki Court of Appeal of the Hellenic Republic and to the Supreme
Prosecutor’s Office of Cassation of the Republic of Bulgaria. The request shall
contain all the relevant information on the case. Conditions may be attached to
the authorisation.

While conducting cross-border surveillance, the officers of one Party authorized
to carry out the surveillance within the territory of the other Party, may cross the
common border at border crossing points beyond their working hours. If
necessary, they may also cross the border at any other point.

On request, the surveillance may be entrusted to officers of the authorities of the
Party in whose territory the surveillance is carried out.

Without prejud:ce to the previous paragraphs, where, for particularly urgent
reasons, prior authorisation cannot be requested from the other Party, officers of
one of the Parties may conduct urgent cross—border surveillance without
authorization in relation to one of the criminal offences provided for in Article
40, Paragraph 7 of the Schengen Convention, to the participation in a criminal
organisation, as laid down in Council Joint Action 98/733/JHA of 21 December

- 1998 on making it a criminal offence to participate in a criminal organisation in

the Member States of the European Union or to criminal terrorist actions, as
referred to in Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA of 13 June 2002 on
combating terrorism.

In case of urgent cross-border surveillance of a person presumed to have
committed any of the criminal offences listed in the previous paragraph, all of the
following conditions must be met:

1. During the surveillance, the border crossing must be immediately notified to
the Prosecutor’s Office of the Thessaloniki Court of Appeal of the Hellenic
Republic and to the Supreme Prosecutor’s Office of Cassation of the
Republic of Bulgaria, as well as to the competent authorities of the requested
Party mentioned in the relevant list, as provided for in Article 16 Paragraph 3
of this Agreement;

2. A request for assistance in accordance with Paragraphs 2 and 3, outlining the
grounds for crossing the border “without prior authorization, shall be
submitted immediately.

The surveillance shall cease as soon as the Party in whose territory it is taking
place so requests, following the notification referred to in item 1 or the request
referred to in item 2 or, where authorization has not been obtained, within five
hours after the border was crossed.

The surveillance referred to in Paragraphs | and 6 shall be carried out only under
the following general conditions:

1. The officers conducting the surveillance must comply with the provisions of
this article and with the legislation of the Party in whose territory they are
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operating. They must also obey the instructions of the competent authorities
of the Party in whose texritory the surveillance is conducted.

2. Except in the situations provided for in Paragraph 6, the officers shall, during
the survexllance, carry a document certifying that authorisation has been

granted

3. The officers conducting the surveillance must at all times be able to provide
proof that they are acting in an official capacity. The Parties’ authorities shall
inform each other on the type of the relevant documents.

4. The officers conducting the surveillance may carry their service weapons
during the surveillance, unless it is specifically decided otherwise by the
rcqucsted authonty provided for in Paragraph 3. The use of weapons is

~ permitted only in cases of legitimate self-defence aecordmg to r.he national
legislation of the requested Party.

5. Entry into private homes and places not accessible to the public shall be
prohlbmed '

6. I.f, in order to carry out cross-border survelllance technical means are
. necessary, these can be used only if this is allowed by the legislation of the
requ&sted Party. The technical means, which will be used, must be mentioned

in the submitted request provided for in Paragraph 3.

7. The officers conducting the surveillance, can neither arrest nor question the
person under surveillance.

8. All operations shall be the subject of a report to the authorities of the Party in
whose territory the . surveillance ‘took place The officers conducung the
surveillance may be required to appear in person. in order to give detailed
information on the circumstances related to the surveillance.

9. The authorities of the Party from which the surveillance officers have come
from shall, when requested by the authorities of the Party in whose territory
the surveillance took place, assist the enquiry subsequent to thc surveillance
in which they took part, including judicial proceedings.

Article 6.
Hot Pursuit

The officers of the authorities of either Party who are pursuing in their country a
person caught in the act of committing or of participating in a criminal act, about
which a European Arrest Warrant may be issued, shall be authorised to continue
pursuit on the territory of the other Party without the latter’s prior authorisation
where, given the particular urgency of the situation, it is not possible to notify the
competent authorities of the other Party by one of the means provided for in
Paragraph 2 prior to the entry into that territory or where these authorities are
unable to reach the scene in timeto-take over the pursuit. The same shall apply
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where the person being pursued has escaped from provisional custody or while
serving a sentence involving deprivation of liberty.

The notification of the other Party’s competent authorities referred to in
Paragraph 1, shall be made in a secure way with the use of one of the following
means:

I. Telephone, radio and telex lines and other direct communication channels at
border areas;

2. Liaison ofﬁcers equipped with the appropriate radio equipment;

3. Common communication channels for Pohce Services operating in those
areas;

4, S_tandard_iséd and compatible communication systems.

The pursuing officers shall, not later than when they cross the border, contact the

competent authorities of the Party in whose territory the hot pursuit is to take

place. The hot pursuit will cease as soon as the Party in whose territory the
pursuit is taking place so requests.

At the request of the pursumg officers, the competent local authorities shall
challenge the pursued person in order to establish the person’s ldentity or to
make an arrest, aocordmg to the  national legislation of the Party in whose
territory the pursuit is taking place.

If no request to cease the hot pursuit is made and if the competent local
authorities are unable to intervene quickly enough, the pursuing officers may
detain the person pursued until the officers of the Party in whose territory the
pursuit is taking place, who must be informed immediately, are able to establish
the person's identity or make an arrest.

A pcrson who, following the action provided for in paragraph 5, has been
detained by the competent local authorities may, whatever that person's
natlonahty is, be held for questioning. The relevant rules of national legislation
shall apply mutatis mutandis. If the person is not a national of the Party in whose
territory the person was arrested, that person shall be released no later than six
hours after the arrest was made, not including the hours between midnight and
9.00 a.m., unless the compctent local authorities have previously received a

zequest for that person's provisional arrest -for the purposes of executing 2

European Arrest Warrant.

‘The pursuing officers must comply with the provisions of this Article and with

the legislation of the Party in whose territory they operate. They must also obey
the instructions of the competent authorities of the Party in whose territory the

pursuit is taking place.
Hot pursuit is carried out only over land borders.
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(9) Entry into private homes and to places not accessible to the public shall be
prohibited.

(10) The pursuing officers shall be easily identifiable, either by their uniform, by
means of an armband or by accessories fitted to their vehicles. The use of civilian
clothes combined with the use of unmarked vehicles without the afore-mentioned
identification is prohibited. The pursuing officers must at all times be able to
prove that they are acting in their official capacity.

(11) The pursuing officers may carry their service weapons, their use is allowed only
for legitimate self-defence, accordmg to the national legislation of the Party in
whose territory the hot pursuit is taking place.

(12) Once the pursued person has been apprehended as provided for in paragraph 5,

* the pursued person may only be subjected to a security search, in order to be
brought before the competent authorities. During his/her transfer, handcuffs may
be uséd and objects carried by him/her may be seized.

(13) The pursuing officers shall appear before the competent authorities of the Party
in' whose territory they were operating and shall report on the facts and the
circumstances of the case. At the request of those authorities, they shall remain at
their disposal until the circumstances surrounding their actions have been

- sufficiently clarified. This condition shall apply even where the hot pursuit has
not resulted in the arrest of the person pursued.

(14) The authorities of the Party from which the pursuing officers have come, shall,
when requested by the authorities of the Party in whose terntory the hot pursuit
took place, assist the inquiry subsequent to the operation in which they have
participated, including judicial proceedings.

Article 7
Joint Operations

(1) The authorities of the Parties may, in maintaining public order and security and
preventing - criminal offences, organise joint patrols, as well as other joint
opérations in which the officers of the authorities of one of the Pames operate
within the territory of the other Party.

(2) In-exceptional cases each Party may, as a host Party, in compliance with its own
national legislation, and with the seconding Party’s <consent, confer executive
powers on the seconding Party’s officers involved in joint operations. Such
executive powers may be exercised only under the guidance and, as a rule, in the
presence of officers from the host Party. The seconding Party’s officers shall be
subject to the host Party’s national legislation. The host Party shall, in those
cases, assume responsibility for their actions.
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PartlV
‘Special Forms of Police Cooperation for Preventive Purposes

Article 8

Information Exchange for Prevention of Threats to Public Order and Security

The competent authorities of the Parties may spontancously exchange information and
data, mutually and without a relevant request, in compliance with their national
legislation, if the circumstances give reason to believe that the information and data in
question could prevent certain threats to public order and security.

Article 9

Assistance with Regard to Mass Gatherings, Major Events and Serious Accidents

The Parties’ competent authorities shall provide one another with mutual assistance, in
comphande with their national legislation, in connection with mass gatherings and
similar major events and serious accidents, by seeking to prevent criminal offences
and maintain public order and security by:

)

)

Notifying one another, as promptly as possible, of such situations with a cross-
border unpact and exchangmg any relevant information;

Taking and ccordmatmg the necessary policing measures within their territory in
situations with a cross-border impact;

As far as possible, dlspatchmg officers, specialists and advisors and supplying
eqmpment, at the request of the Party within whose territory the situation has

arisen.

PartV
General Provisions for Cooperation

Article 10
Protection of Personal Data

Personal data may be collected by the competent authorities only for specified,
explicit and legitimate purposes in the framework of their tasks and may be
processed only for the purpose for which the data were collected and in
compliance with the national legislation of the Parties. Processing of the data
shall be lawful and adequate, relevant and not excessive in relation to the
purposes for which they were collected.

Further processihg for another purpose shall be permitted insofar as:
a) It is not incompatible with the purposes for which the data were collected;
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b)The competent authorities are authorised to process such data for such other
purpose in accordance with the applicable legal provisions, and

¢) Processing is necessary and proportionate to that other purpose.

The competent authorities may also further process the transmitted personal data
for historical, statistical or scientific purposes, provided that the Parties provide
appropriate safeguards, such as making the data anonymous.

(3) Personal data shall be rectified if inaccurate and, where this is possible and
necessary, completed or updated.

(4) Personal data shall be erased or made anonymous when they are no longer
required for the purposes for which they were lawfully collected or are lawfully
further processed.

‘Archiving of those data in a separate data set for an appropnate period in
accordance with national {egislation shall not be affected by this provision.

(5) . Personal data shall be blocked instead of erased if there are reasonable grounds to
‘believe that erasure could affect the legitimate interests of the-data subject.
Blocked data shall be processed only for the purpose which prevented their
erasure.

{6) When the personal data are contamed ina judtclal decision or record related to
- the issuance of a Judxclal dccnsxon, the rectification, erasure or blocking shall be
carried out in accordance with national rules on judicial ptuceedmgs

(7) Upon request: of the sendlng competent authonty, .the receiving competcnt
authority can provide information on the processing of the data and the result
obtained.

(8) The sending competent authority shall take all necessary measures to provide that
personal data which are inaccurate, incomplete, or are no longer up-to-date shall
not be sent or prowded If it is further established that the provided data have
been wrong or xllegally provnded, the-sending competent authority should be
immediately notified - in-order to ‘rectify, erase, or block them, pursuant to
Paragraphs 3, 4 or 5.

(9) - The receiving competent authority has the-duty to efficiently protect the provided
data against unau'tho;ized access, modifications or circulation.

(10) Each act of providing personal data shall be registered or documented.

(11) Data can also be provided to a third party only if there is a written consent from
the sending competent authority in compliance with the latter’s national
legislation.

(12) Upon transmission or making available of the data, the transmitting authority
may in line with the national legislation and in accordance with this Article,
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indicate the time limits for the retention of data, upon the expiry of which the
recipient must erase or block the data or review whether or not they are still
needed. This obligation shall not apply if, at the time of the expiry of these time
limits, the data are required for a current investigation, prosecution of criminal
offences or enforcement of criminal penalties.

(13) Where the transmitting authority has not indicated a time limit in accordance
with paragraph 12, the time limits for the retention of data provided for under the
national legislation of the receiving Party shall apply.

Article 11
Legal Status of the Officers

(1) The officers of one of the Parties acting in the territory of the other.Party as a
result of cooperation under this Agreement have no competence regardmg the
exercise ‘of state authonty duties, besides those provided by this Agreement.
Dunng their operations, they must comply with the national legislation of the
Party in whose territory they act.

(2) The officers of one of the Pames acting in the territory of the other Party as a
result of the cooperatxon under this Agreement may wear official uniform as well
as weapons and auxiliary devices that ate not prohlblted by the legislation of the
Party in whose territory they act. Service weapons ‘and auxiliary devices can be
‘used only in case of legltunate self-defence, in comphance with the national
legislation of the Party in whose territory the officers act. The Parties’ authorities
shall inform each other rega.rdmg the type and the number of the service weapons
and auxiliary devices used in every particular operation under this Agreement.

(3) The officers of one of the Parties using in the territory of the other Party motor
vehicles durmg the operations under this Agreement shall be subject to the same
road traffic regulations as the officers of the Party in whose. territory the
operation is taking place, iincluding as regards the right of way and any special
privileges. The Parties shall inform each other on the regulations in-force in this
field.

Article 12
Criminal Liability

Officers operating within the other Party’s territory under this Agreement, shall be
treated in the same way as officers of the Party in whose territory the operation is
taking place with regard to any criminal offences that might be committed by, or
against them, save as otherwise provided in another agreement which is binding on the
Parties concerned.
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Article 13
Civil Liability

(1) Where officers of one Party are operating in the territory of the other Party
pursuant to Articles 5, 6 and 7, the Party they are subject to shall be liable for any
damage caused by them during their operations, in accordance with the
legislation of the Party in whose territory they are operating.

(2) The Party in whose territory the damage referred to in paragraph 1 has occurred
shall make good such damage under the conditions applicable to damage caused
by its own officers.

(3) In the case provided for in paragraph 1, the Party whose officers have caused
damage to a person in the territory of the other Party shall reimburse the latter in
full any sums it has paid to the victims or persons entitled on their behalf.

(4) Where the officers of a Party ace operating in the territory of the other Party
pursuant to Asticle 9, the latter Party shall. be liable- in accordance with its
national legislation for any damage caused by them during their operations.

) _Where the damage referred to in paragraph 4 results from gross neghgcnce or
wilful misconduct, the host Party may approach the sending Party in order to
have any sums’it has paid to the victims ‘or persons entitled on their behalf
rexmbursed by the latter.

(6) Without prejudice to the exercise of their rights vis-3-vis third parties and with
the exception of paragraph 3 of this Article, the Parties shall refrain from
_ requestmg reimbursement from the other Party of da.mages they have sustained,

in the case prowded for in paragraph 1.

Article 14
Assistance Provided during the Operations

(1) Each Party shall provide to the officers of the other Party’s authorities, during the
execution of their. operations in accordance to this Agreement, the same
assistance and protection as provided to its own officers.

{2) As regards disciplinary matters officers are subject to their national legislation.

Article 15
Refusal of Assistance

If the authorities of one Party consider that processing a request, executing or delaying
a measure on the basis of the present Agreement influences or jeopardises its
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sovereign rights, the national security or other fundamental interests, or violates its
internal legal order, they may partially or fully refuse cooperation or they may lay
down conditions.

Part VI
Final Provisions

Article 16
Provisions on the Implementation of this Agreement

(1) Upon request of one of the Parties, a joint working group consisting of the
representatives of the Parties shall verify the implementation of this Agpeemcnt

(2) On the basis and in the framework of this Agreement and for the strict purpose of
its implementation, protocols or other documents may be adopted.

(3) The central authorities shall transmit a list containing the competent authorities at
central and local level and their competence regarding the implementation of this
Agreement, as well as their contact information. The list shall be updated in due
time in case of any change in the titles, competence and contact information of
the Parties’ authorities.

Article 17
Languages

(1) For the implementation of this Agreement, the Parties’ authorities shall use the
Greek, Bulgarian and English languages.

(2) The requests sent pursuant to this Agreement shall be in the language of the
requested Party. If this is not possible, the requests shall be in English.

Article 18
Costs

Each Party shall bear the costs of implementing this Agreement, unless otherw;sc
agreed by the Parties in particular cases.



8716

E®HMEPIAA THE KYBEPNHIEQX Teuxog A'175/20.09.2016

Article 19
Relation with Other International Agreements

This Agreement is without prejudice to any rights and obligations of the Parties
provided for in other international agreements to which they are Parties. In particular,
the obligation to inform the competent authority following the procedure used for
international police cooperation shall not be affected by the provisions of this
Agreement.

Article 20
Entry into Force, Amendment and Termination

(1) This Agreement is concluded for an undetermined period and shall enter into

' force .on the date of the receipt of the last notification by which the Partits
mutually inform each other, through diplomatic channels, on the completion of
their internal legal procedures required for its entry into force. -

(2) Notwithstanding the previous paragraph regarding the entry into force of this
Agreement, the implementation of Articles 5 and 6 shall be possible only after
the date set by the Council of the European Union for the abolition of border
controls in the framework of its decision concerning the full implementation of
the Schengen acquis in the Republic of Bulgaria.

(3) Any amendment or supplement to this Agreement shall enter into force by the
procedure set out in paragraph 1 of this Article.

(4) The present Agreement may be terminated at any moment by either Party, by
written notification, transmitted through diplomatic channels. The termination
shall enter into force 6 months after the date of receipt of such a notification by
the other Party.

Done in Sofia on 9 June 2010, in two original copies, each in Greek, Bulgarlan and

English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence in the

interpretation of this Agreement, the English text shall prcvall

ment of the For the Government
gpublic Republic of B

For the

lenic




